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character. As somebody lias said, by learning
to speak with precision, yon learn to think with
correctness; and the way to firm and vigorous
speech lies through the cultivation of high and
noble sentiments. So far as my observation has
gone, men will do better if they seek precision by
studying carefully and with an open mind and a
vigilant eye the great models of writing, than by
excessive practice of writing on their own account.
Much might here be said on what is one of
the most important of all the sides of literary
study. I mean its effect as helping to preserve
the dignity and the purity of the English lan-
guage. That noble instrument has never been
exposed to such dangers as those which beset it
to-day. Domestic slang, scientific slang, pseudo-
aesthetic affectations, hideous importations from
American newspapers, all bear down with horrible
force upon the glorious fabric which the genius
of our race has reared. I will say nothing of my
own on this pressing theme, but will read to you
a passage of weight and authority from the
greatest master of mighty and beautiful speech.

"Whoever in a state,3* said Milton, "knows how
wisely to form the manners of men and to rule them